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A Message From the President

At the time of this writing 1995 has just concluded and we are eagerly awaiting the '96 season.As most of you know 1995 was a challenging and exciting year for marathon canoeing in the Province of Nova Scotia.Highlights of the season were that we attracted approximately 90 paddlers to the five sanctioned races.Also encorporated in the '95 Canoe to the Sea the NSMCRA hosted the Atlantic Championships for Marathon Canoeing.The 2 day event made for some exciting racing bringing together athletes from the three maritime provinces of N.B.,P.E.I.and N.S..Another item worthy of mention is that although government funding has dwindled in the past years it was encouraging to see funding come by way of sponsorship for events  from several large scale companies and private enterprise. 

The '96 season proves to be the overall best for the sport of Marathon Canoeing in Nova Scotia.Allan Billard has compiled a team of volunteers and in conjunction with NSMCRA will be hosting the Canadian National Marathon Championships slated for August 23 to 25 on the North West Arm in Halifax.This will be held directly after the National Sprint Championships on Lake Banook and should attract World Class marathon paddlers from across Canada and abroad.Why the Northwest Arm you might ask?Well the "Arm" has a strong heritage of  canoeing on its sheltered waters.The Mi'kmaq Indians introduced the early Europeans to the sport and the NorthWest Arm  logically became a suitable local to develop their skills.In recent years the Arm is home to three active sailing clubs as well as one rowing club(the host site).Having the '96 Nationals here represents an opportunity to have increased media attention for the first ever salt water Marathon Nationals.The St.Mary's Boat Club which is the host facility contains all the necessary features to make for a trully great event rivalling previous Nationals.More up to date informaton will be forthcoming.

Other plans in the works for the '96 season include a skills clinic hosted by Doug Archibald on the June 9th weekend in Upper Musquodoboit.This will be an informal overnight event and will concentrate on the techniques and equipment necessary for marathon paddling.In conjuncton with Canoe Nova Scotia's Festival a race may be hosted on the Mira River in Cape Breton.Having paddled this body of water last year it is undoubtedly  one of the best marathon rivers in these parts.Also new to this upcoming season is a training race on the NorthWest Arm in preparation for the Nationals.This will probably be in late July.A firm date will be set in the spring race schedule.

Also not to go unnoticed you will find on the back page of this newsletter a list of the sponsors of the various races throughout the province.No matter how big or small your contributions,they have helped make marathon canoeing a growing sport in Nova Scotia. 

In conclusion,I wish to give notice of my resignation as president this coming spring.Already there has been some interest in the position,however if someone is definite about taking the office please make youself known!In any event,I have enjoyed filling this position and look forward to some other role in the association in the future.In the meantime,enjoy the newsletter,keep fit and we will look forward to seeing you on the water in '96.     

Nova Scotia Marathon Canoe Racing Association Annual General Meeting

Attendance:
Doug Archibald

Sherry Archibald

Allan Billard

Don Evans

John Gillies

Louise Lewis

David Lewis

Topics Of Discussion:

1.1996 Tentative race schedule:

Oxford


May 14

Annapolis


May 18

PEI Relay


June 1

Training Clinic

June 9

Nictaux


June 22

Mersey


July 30

Canoe to the Sea

July 13/14

Mahone Bay Triathelon
August ??

Sheet Harbour

August 17

Nationals


August 23,24,25

2.1995 Newsletter:Hopefully we can get the newsletter out before Christmas.We also need to have New Brunswick's info.Allan will pursue looking into if he can get someone to organize a race in Cape Breton in late July.We all agreed that perhaps  the back page of the newsletter should be to decorate the sponsors of the various races throughout the province.(ie.Sheet Harbour Volunteer Fire Department)

Also to go in the newsletter is notice of a CTS AGM meeting at the Fairbanks Center in Dartmouth on November 26,1995 at 1:30 p.m.For further information call Andrew Cox at 462-0128.ALL ARE WELCOME.

3.Treasurer's Report:Allan to go to CTS meeting on Oct.22 for $305.00 to cover members in this years CTS.Don determined that we have approximately $887.00 in the bank.Don's address is 45 Windsor Junction Road

    B2T 1G7

The Bank of Montreal has our account #7028-008.The bank # is 2159.

4.Doug to host a skills clinic at his cottage in Upper Musquodoboit in early June.Could be a family event with evening B.Q.etc.

Doug also says there will be a tentative race on the North West Arm in July.This will allow us to try out the course for the Nationals.Registration will be $5.00/boat.Winner takes all.

5.When we pay our yearly dues to the National body this year we will be paying on 50 members(ie.$250.00 + $100.00)

6.Allan gave a brief description of the upcoming Nationals.It will host approx. 150 competitors.There will be 4 days of newspaper coverage.St.Mary's Boat Club will be the host facility and banquet hall.

CONCERNING THE UPCOMING NATIONALS:

Canoe Nova Scotia has joined our Marathon Association in an effort to make the 1996 Nationals,in Halifax, an even bigger turn-out.

Ike Whitehead,Cathy Aiken and Charlie Dill have all pledged their support for the event,particularly the attempt to break the Guinness World Record form the number of canoes/kayaks held together in a "Flotilla".This was last done with about 584 canoes.With the number of people in the new metro area ,plus the publicity that the event will generate ,we hope to break that record.The flotilla will take place at the Halifax Dingle Tower on Saturday afternoon.The mayor will be up in the observation deck with the official recording equipment.

By the way,the Prime Minister has been invited too.Although you can never get a commitment from the PMO,we have been told that it is on teh list of possibilities.

FOR SALE

Steve McAleer in New Brunswich has two used pro-boats for sale.(506-369-8813)  

N.S.Marathon Canoe Racing Association

Tentative Canoe Racing Schedule 1996

Oxford

May 14
Heather MacDonald    902-447-2189

Annapolis

May 18
John Gillies

902-825-3725



PEI Relay

June 1
Red Cross

902-628-6262

Training Clinic
June 9
Doug Archibald
902-883-9759

Nictaux

June 22
John Gillies

902-825-3725

Mersey

June 30
Dave Lewis

902-354-4931

Canoe to the Sea
July 13/14
Allan Billard

902-463-0817

Race on the Arm
July 28
Doug Archibald
902-883-9759

Mahone Bay 
August 3
Dave Etter

902-624-6632

Triathelon


Sheet Harbour
August 17
Mike Coady

902-865-2140

Nationals

August 23,
Allan Billard

902-463-0817

24,25th

Fred Lynch 

Sept.7

John MacCormick
902-462-7351

Could be a "Race on the Mira"in Cape Breton.Details to follow!!

Sponsors of 1995 NSMCRA Events

Annapolis River :
Gillies Canoes

Nictaux River:
Gillies Canoes

Mersey River :
Cole Ford Sales


Memory Lane

Parlee Adventure Gear

Liverpool Pub & Eatery

Rossignol Sales


Corbett's Gun & Tackle

Gillies Canoes


Pro Sound

N.S.P.I.



Brady's 

Thornes Hardware


Hatt's Services

Privateer Days


Canadian Tire

Milton Corner Store


Irving Oil

Cosby's Garden Centre

All Season Sports

Hanley's Petrocan


Home Hardware

Labatts Breweries


Queens Chrysler

Shear Appearance

Canoe to the Sea:
Irving Oil

The Trail Shop

Shubenacadie Canal Commission

Mahone Bay :
Mahone Bay Wooden Boat Festival

Sheet Harbor:
Sheet Harbour Volunteer Fire Dept.

Fred Lynch:

Weston Foods

Atlantic Superstore
1995 MERSEY RIVER CANOE CHALLENGE

As in years past the Third Annual Mersey River Canoe Challenge proved to be a success with a total of thirty-seven paddlers taking to the water vying for top honors.The day turned out warm  with a light breeze,conditions favourable for a marathon canoe race.Because of the vast distance the race encompasses,it is strategic to stage two race courses-the competitive being approximately 15 miles and the non-competitive being 5 miles in length.These distinguishing features pose challenges for organizers, volunteers and participants alike.

The competitive class,starting at Big Falls,attracted a total of 11 boats and the recreational a total of  8 canoes.This class appealed to more participants this year than in the past.It is hoped that this trend continues in the future despite difficulties encountered at the start of the recreational class due to water current conditions.Plans are already underway for next year's event where perhaps the recreational class will be run on Saturday in the lower part of the Mersey and include a marathon skills clinic prior to the race.The competitive class will be held on Sunday. Efforts taken by the Queens County Recreational Boating Association to upgrade the portages around the hydro stations will hopefully improve overall times to traverse the river.

This years race concluded with a barbecue and a draw for prizes.After trophy presentations a $100.00 donation from proceeds of the race registration was presented to Queens County EMO and Ham Amateur Radio Operators in recognition of the effort that they put into helping to stage the race. Overall standings for the race are as follows:

Stock Class(18')

1.Ross Denman & Jean Marien



1:58:12

2.Lawson Fraser & Richard McKinnon


2:04:43

3.Don Buelle & Allan Billard




2:08:18

Competitive Recreational (17' and Under)

1.Dave & Louise Lewis




2:09:20

2.Jason Veinot & Mark Cole




2:23:06

3.Glenn Parlee & Kerwin Huskins



2:28:06

4.John & Barry Anthony




2:52:06

5.Martin Dumouchel & Kathy Brogan


3:13:09

Kayak Class

1st,2nd & 3rd.Martin Huntey(2 years in a row)

2:43:50

Pro Boat C-2 Class(18 1/2')

1.Tim Schaus & Paul Vigneau



2:11:00

2.Doug Archibald & John Gillies



2:19:24

Non-Competitive Recreational

1.John Francis & Terry Hatt




0:47:26

2.Alex & Craig Doggett




0:50:51

3.Robert Whynot, David & Matthew Manthorne

0:52:46

4.David Sampson & Linda Siderlus



0:54:52

5.Eric MacMillan & Philip Shannon



0:54:56

6.Heather Cole & Charelle Veinot



0:55:45

Casualities:Meikka & Lisa Arthurs

     Harry & Mike Ullock

We wish to extend a heartfelt thank-you to all  sponsors,participants and volunteers who were instrumental in the success of the event.

Louise & Dave Lewis

race organizers

The 1995 PEI Red Cross Multi-Sport Relay

Nova Scotians were knocked off the winners' podium this year in PEI,but still managed to take 4th,5th and 11th,in the canoeing leg of this major Maritime sporting event.

Doug Archibald and David Lewis finished the 7.2 km.course in 44:52,giving them fourth,,just 1:34 behind the fastest paddlers.Peter Nixon and Ross Denman were fifth,just 10 seconds behind Doug and Dave.In eleventh position were Allan Billard and Donnie Buell.Their time was 46:54.

Billard and Buell were still able to capture second overall as their team was assisted by some very fast runners and cyclists,but the team trophy went to an Island group,the Icicles,for the first time in several years.Paddling for the Icicles was the well known team of John Hughes and Shawn Shea.

This relay is the major event for the Maritimes in the spring and always attracts over 150 canoes.The paddling leg is the fourth of the five sections and is held on the North River,running into Charlottetown Harbour.Each year sees several Nova Scotia teams enter,and Doug and Dave say that they intend to ,not only be back for another try,but win the canoe leg!

For more information on the 1996 event,contact the PEI Red Cross at (902) 628-6262.

MAHONE BAY WOODEN BOAT FESTIVAL

1995 TRIATHLON

OFFICIAL RESULTS

SOLO DIVISION MALE:




TIME

FIRST PLACE

DAVID LEWIS


2:47:16

SECOND PLACE:
LUDEK JIROTKA

3:06:44

THIRD PLACE:

RICHARD VIZKELETY

3:07:22

VETERAN SOLO DIVISION
FIRST PLACE:

TERRY MORRIS

2:45:25

TEAM DIVSION:
FIRST PLACE:

ANDREW McLAREN

ALSO FIRST OVERALL
DAN HENNIGAR

IN EACH LEG

JEFF HOUSER


2:15:28

SECOND PLACE:
TOM WARD

 


ALBERT STADLIN

PETER YOUNG

2:41:51

THIRD PLACE :

MIKE BURGOYNE

TERRY MORRIS

 


SCOTT YOUNG

2:47:50

1996 Triathlon: Run - Bike - Kayak

This is a MAHONE BAY WOODEN BOAT FESTIVAL sponsored event.  Held each year,

this competition involves a 10km Run, followed by a 28km Bike leg followed

by a 8km Kayak course.  Against the backdrop of this scenic coastline,

participants find this one of their favorite races.  Saturday August 3,

1996, the Run starts at 8:00am and the final event should end around noon.

There is a 15 minute rest between stages. Three Single Classes and two Team

Classes.  Contact David at 1-902-624-6632 or Al at 1-902-634-3426.

SHEET HARBOUR CANOE RACE

On August 19,1995 the Sheet Harbour Volunteer Fire Department held their annual 11.2 km canoe race.Light winds and sunny warm conditions made for a great race.Contestants and friends gathered at the Fire Hall after for a cold refreshment and the presentation of awards which were by the beautiful Sea Side Festival Princess Natacha Connors.Plans are already underway to expand the race to a relay,involving runners and bikers as well as canoes.We are open to any suggestions or help anyone could give us in setting up such a race.So plan to attend next years relay on August 17,1996 and stay tuned for further details as they become available.1995 Sheet Harbour Volunteer Fire Department Canoe Race results were as follows:

CLASS #1  16' CANOES  17 YRS AND OVER



TIME

1st
John MacCormick & Wade Owen(Passenger Daniel Owen)
 
1:03:15

2nd
Jodi Isnor & Scott Lister





1:06:52

CLASS #2  16' CANOES  FATHER AND SON

1st
Ken & Morgan Boutlier





1:07:32

2nd
Robert & Chase Mosher





1:21:08

CLASS #3  16' CANOES  16 YEARS AND UNDER

1st 
Benji Parks







1:15:09

CLASS #4  18' MAX. OPEN

1st
Jean Marien & Ross Denman





   53:21

2nd
Allan & Robert Billard





   58:40

3rd
Doug & Kristoffer Archibald





1:00:53

Thanks to all those that contributed to this years race.

Michael Coady

Sheet Harbour Volunteer Fire Department Canoe Race Organizer 

Fred Lynch Memorial Canoe Race 

&

Arthur Weston 10 Mile Race

The final race of the 1995 season was held on the Dartmouth Lakes Saturday September 9.In conjunction with the Fred Lynch Race Course the 75th Anniversary Arthur Weston ten mile race was ran for sprint boats.

Race Organizers John MacCormick and Alan Billard were pleased to have Presidents Choice (Westons) sponsor the race and put up the $100.00 first prizes for C-2 pro boats,C-2 sprint boats and K-2's.

Twenty-two paddlers showed up and participated in the traditional course from Lake Banook to the north end of Charles and return,including two 1 mile portages.Skys were overcast with a light drizzle and moderate winds,overall a good race day.

First place in the Fred Lynch C-2 Pro Class went to the New Brunswick team of Steve MacAleer and Bob Mathews with a time of 

1:23:36.The best overall time went to the K-2 team of Trevor MacLean and Trevor Bordeleau,while the winning C-2 sprint boat was paddled by John MacCormick and Kevin Bonang with a time of 1:49:15.

Stock class honers went to Jean Marien and Albert MacDonald at 1:31:18 while the Benjamin team of Ben & Meg clinched the Recreational Class at 2:09:10.

The Nova Scotia Marathon Canoe Racing Association hosted a chili feast after the race and presented the Paddlers of the Year Award.This year president Dave Lewis presented trophies to Meg Benjamin of Kentville and Lawson Fraser of Lunenburg,two very dedicated and deserving recipients.

The day ended with a very special tribute to John MacCormick.Canoe Nova Scotia Representative Charlie Dill presented John with the "Fred Lynch Award".Presented annually the award goes to someone who has helped promote the sport of canoeing.Long known in Sprint,Marathon and Recreational John MacCormick is a sportsman,a coach,a competitor,a paddler-a very worthy recipient of the Fred Lynch Award.

Triple Crown Results '95

The Triple Crown consists of North America's three major marathon races.The first leg is the General Clinton in Cooperstown,N.Y.which is a 70 mile course on the Susguehanna River.The second leg is the Ausable Marathon in Michigan.This gruelling race goes throughout the night and takes more than 14 hours!The final Triple Crown Race is "La Classique"at Shawinigan,Quebec.This  is a three day event that involves more rhan 13 hours of racing.

This year's Triple Crown was closer than ever ,and for the first time in many years three different teams won the three events.Serge Corbin and Solomon Carriere won the "Clinton"in 8:06:51,followed closely by Patrick Lynch and Normand Mainguy with a time of 8:08:39.Third place was Al Rudquist and Tim Triebold in 8:11:32.

The Ausable in Michigan was an upset ,being Corbin's first defeat in a major race in many years.Patrick Lynch and Jim Harwood won in 14:20:40.Second place was the Michigan duo Bruce Barton and Jeff Kolka in 14:24:42.Corbin and Carriere finished third in 14:31:20.

At Shawinigan,the winners were long time second place finishers Rudquist and Triebold in 13:45:36.Corbin and Carriere followed in 13:46:24 and third place was Calvin Hassell and Bob McDowell in 13:50:22.

The cumulative results for the three events were awarded on a team basis as follows:

TIME

1.Corbin/Carriere

36:24:35

2.Rudquist/Triebold

36:35:15

3.Facteau/Drake

36:38:38

The individual results were awarded to paddlers who did not race all three events with the same team:

TIME

1.Patrick Lynch


36:23:22
*fastest Triple Crown time

2.Calvin Hassel


36:45:29

3.Jim Harwood


36:50:12 

